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which they produced irritation, awakened repugnancy, and strength- 
ened opposition to the doctrines they taught. Far otherwise is the 
influence of such publications as we have now before us, taking their 
place quietly among the best literature of the day, winning acceptance 
by their beauty of form, and the intrinsic worth of their contents, 
sought as holiday presents, gracing the centre-table, and constituting 
the most ornamental portion of the child's or the poor man's library. 
It is a change in which every friend of religion must discern a most 
forceful means of usefulness, in the place of a method liable to serious 
objections and drawbacks. 

Our limits will not permit us to criticise these books separately ; but 
we must pause for a moment on the one which stands at the head of 
our list. Most of these sermons of Dr. Kirk are closely and exclu- 
sively " practical," and those that are " doctrinal " are devoted mainly 
to the illustration and defence of the author's own creed, not to the 
refutation, much less to the abuse, of those who believe differently. 
The only exception to this statement which we have encountered is a 
shrewd and felicitous collation of certain texts from the expositors of 
the form of naturalism now rife and rampant, with the recorded sayings 
of Jesus Christ. The discourses in this volume, taken together, de- 
serve to be regarded as model sermons. We have heard and read 
many discourses which contained profounder thought, finer writing, 
deeper pathos, loftier eloquence, but hardly any that have so well ful- 
filled the conditions of efficiency which belong to the pulpit. They are 
simple in style, explicit in statement, affluent in familiar illustrations, 
and direct and earnest, as if the author wrote, not only with his hear- 
ers present to his thought, but with the solemn weight on his own 
mind of the truths and duties he is urging upon them. There is, 
therefore, no abstract discussion ; but statement, argument, and appeal 
are blended as they would be in an animated conversation on similar 
themes. Dr. Kirk's style is indeed colloquial in its ease and anima- 
tion, in the entire absence of the declamatory vein, and in perfect free- 
dom from the artificial restraints of the pulpit. At the same time, he 
never lets himself down into what are termed in a bad sense colloqtn- 
alisms ; but his taste is always severely pure, and his diction in gravity 
and dignity corresponds to the vastness and loftiness of his themes. 



8. — Home Ballads and Poems. By John Greenleaf Whittiee. 
Boston : Ticknor and Fields. 1860. 16mo. pp.206. 

As we have on former occasions expressed our critical judgment as 
to "Whittier's rank 'among the poets of the day, and as many — perhaps 
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all — of these poems had appeared in some other form before they were 
brought together in this volume, we shall content ourselves with little 
more than the announcement of this new issue, — an announcement 
which we make with unfeigned pleasure. There is in fact nothing that 
we could say now, unless it were the intense reaffirmation of what we 
have already said. Of diction and rhythm Whittier certainly gains an 
increasing mastery year by year ; while the humanity, equally bold and 
tender, the keen and discriminating sense of right, the love of freedom, 
the reverence for the true and noble, which alone can render the poet 
worthy of his mission, are deepened in him by the experience of life, 
and find stronger and more touching utterance in each successive col- 
lection of his poems. 

9. — 1. Guesses at Truth. By Two Brothers. From the. Fifth Lon- 
don Edition. Boston : Ticknor and Fields. 1861. 12mo. pp. 555. 

2. The Recreations of a Country Parson. Boston : Ticknor and 
Fields. 1861. 16mo. pp. 442. 

We connect these two volumes in one notice, because, though diverse 
in form and origin, they are inspired by a similar purpose, and are 
equally worthy of the popularity which they have enjoyed. Both are 
original and suggestive productions, not to be dismissed with a hasty 
glance or a hurried perusal, — books which set a man thinking, and are 
cherished companions whether at home or on a journey. " Guesses at 
Truth" was first published more than thirty-three years ago; but since 
that time it has received large additions, both by the introduction of 
new topics of remark and by the revision of the old articles. In its 
present form it is too well known to render any special account of its 
character and purpose necessary, and any criticism of its separate parts 
would be a work of supererogation. We need only say, that, although 
its style is often harsh and rough, it comprises one of the most attrac- 
tive collections of fragmentary thoughts in our language, and that there 
is scarcely a page on which the reader will not find something to invite 
independent study and reflection. Literature and life, experience and 
aspiration, the actual and the ideal, alike furnish the topics of the book, 
and in reference to each the two brothers open many interesting lines 
of thought for the studious reader. 

In respect to style these two books present a strong contrast. " The 
Recreations of a Country Parson" has a freshness and transparent sim- 
plicity of expression, and a liquid flow in its harmonious periods^ which 
indicate a perfect mastery of the art, while its picturesque descriptions 
commend it at once to the lover of nature by their exquisite beauty 



